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Abstract 

Tolkien spent most of his lifetime inventing an extended mythology which 
displays an impressive array of 'secondary world infrastructures' (Mark 
Wolf, Building Imaginary Worlds, Routledge 2012). The richness of his 
world-building allows scholars to directly address the overall theme of this 
conference with papers exploring all aspects of borders in Tolkien's works 
in their broadest sense; including explorations of geographical, conceptual, 
political and linguistic borders in Tolkien's secondary world as well as the 
role and impact of borders on the peoples and cultures of Tolkien's world-
building and in his other creative and academic explorations. 



 


